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DATE: March 14, 2016 
  
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers 

Sue Iverson, Acting City Administrator 
  
FROM: John Anderson, Acting Public Works Director 
  
SUBJECT: County Road E Bridge Pedestrian Lighting 

 
 
Requested Action 
 
Provide staff direction on the installation of two LED light fixtures and poles on the County 
Road E / TH 51 Bridge to light the pedestrian facility on the south side of this bridge. 
 
Background 
 
MnDOT reconstructed the bridge over TH 51 at County Road E in 2015.  Included in that 
construction was placement of conduit in the bridge structure to route a power supply to two 
locations on the ends of the bridge for light poles if the City wished to someday install lighting. 
Also in 2015, the City of Arden Hills and Ramsey County had a joint improvement project along 
County Road E. Part of that project was the addition of pedestrian lighting along both sides of 
the street.  The lights that were added are owned and maintained by Xcel Energy.   
 
Discussion 
 
Xcel will not install and maintain lighting on a bridge.  MnDOT and Ramsey County are the two 
road authorities involved in the bridge over TH 51 at County Road E. The City is responsible for 
improvements on the bridge above and beyond the basic installation.  The City Council 
expressed an interest in the addition of pedestrian lighting along the bridge. Public Works has 
obtained two quotes for the installation of lighting with two fixture options (HPS, LED).  The 
quotes include placing a power supply cabinet on the west end of the bridge and directional 
boring a conduit to the bridge and installing all wiring and fixtures on the bridge.  A power drop 
would be required from Xcel energy in the park, and to date we have not received an estimate on 
this cost.  From a maintenance standpoint, we recommend using LED fixtures. The City will be 
responsible to maintain these poles and fixtures in the future. 
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We obtained two quotes for the work, one from Forest Lake Contracting and one from Peoples 
Electric.  The results are listed in Table 1 below.  We have requested three quotes but have only 
had two responses to date.  
 
  

 
Table  1 - Co Rd E Bridge Lighting Quotes 

No. Contractor LED Option 
1 Forest Lake Contracting  $            17,173.00  
2 Peoples Electric  $            24,400.00  

 
The light fixture and poles are similar to that of the pedestrian lights along County Road E that 
Xcel maintains.  The lights quoted have LED bulbs and should require less maintenance than the 
high pressure sodium option.  The color of the fixture and pole is black and should coordinate 
with the existing pedestrian lighting installed by Xcel.  Details of the fixtures and poles are 
included in Attachment C  
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment A:  Forest Lake Contracting quote 2/26/16 
Attachment B: Peoples Electric quote 3/11/16 
Attachment C: LED light fixture and pole details 
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DATE: March 14, 2016 
  
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers 

Sue Iverson, Acting City Administrator 
  
FROM: John Anderson, Acting Public Works Director 
  
SUBJECT: 2016 Rain Water Garden Planting 

 
 
Requested Action 
 
Review background material and give staff direction on a course of action to complete design of 
planting layouts, coordination with residents, obtaining pricing for plant materials and assisting 
in planting layout of the 22 front yard rain water gardens and 2 larger City gardens along trails. 
 
Background 
 
The Rice Creek Watershed District Rules require the City install storm water treatment in 
conjunction with construction of the 2015 PMP.  The construction that took place in 2015 
prepared rain water gardens for planting by excavating, installing drain tile, and placement of 
planting soil and mulch.  Rain Water Gardens located in front yards were only put in if the 
residents volunteered the space.  When we solicited volunteers for rain water gardens, residents 
were told the planting would be done in 2016.  We also told residents that the City would partner 
with them on maintenance of the gardens. Some basic planting plans were described but 
residents were told specific plans to each garden would be developed and shared before planting 
begins. Attachment A is the letter that was sent to prospective rain garden hosts.  Attachment B 
contains materials provided to potential rain garden participants about design, construction and 
planting options. Attachments C and D shows the rain garden footprint proposed to be 
constructed. 
 
Discussion 
 
In order to proceed with the rain water garden planting, we need to assemble planting layouts, 
coordinate with residents, get quotes for plant materials, physically mark layout, and plant the 
plant materials.  In 2015, we had planned to do this work though the Assistant City Engineer as 
the lead and I did most of the leg work in collecting volunteers, mailing information to residents, 
etc.  With the current limitations on my time, I am unable to devote the time needed to this 
process and need assistance to complete the preparations for planting.  All of this work described 
is the planning and preparation prior to the actual planting of the plants. 
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Once the plant materials arrive and are ready to be planted, we will need to coordinate this work. 
I anticipate the installation of the plant material will be done by a combination of residents, 
seasonal employees, and public works employees. 
 
Proposals for this work were solicited from multiple vendors (Attachment E) including Ramsey 
Conservation District, greenhouse and plant supply vendors, and an engineering firm.  Vendors 
not used previously were chosen from a list provided by the Minnesota DNR of Native plant 
nurseries that listed rain garden design as a service.  We received 2 proposals, neither of which 
were from greenhouse or plant material supply vendors.  Responses to the RFP are included in 
Attachments F thru K. Table 1 below shows the vendors contacted and their response.   
 

 
Table  1 - 2016 Rain Garden Planting RFP Response 

 No Company Phone Reply 

1 Cedar Hill Natives 651-252-7598 
not interested in 
providing a quote 

2 Minnesota Native Landscapes 763-295-0010 no response 

3 Native plant nursery 763-780-9717 
not interested in 
providing a quote 

4 Naturalshore technologies 612-703-7581 no response 

5 Outback nursery 651-438-2771 
not interested in 
providing a quote 

6 Prairie restoration 
763-389-4342      
612-708-9874 

not interested in 
providing a quote 

7 Applewood Nursery 651-462-5554 no response 
8 Ramsey Conservation District 651-266-7270  $                  9,800.00  
9 Elfering and associates 763-780-0450  $                  8,900.00  

 
 
The cost for the design, plant materials and related costs would be funded by the Surface Water 
Management enterprise fund. 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment A:  Solicitation letter sent to residents interested in rain gardens (April 10, 2015) 
Attachment B: Typical design and planting options included with April 10, 2015 letter 
Attachment C: Specific rain garden location map by address 
Attachment D: layout of 2 larger rain gardens along city trails 
Attachment E: Request for proposals (RFP) 
Attachment F: Response to RFP from Cedar Hill Natives 
Attachment G: Response to RFP from Native Plant Nursery 
Attachment H: Response to RFP from Out Back Nursery 
Attachment I: Response to RFP from Prairie Restoration 
Attachment J: Response to RFP from Ramsey Conservation District 
Attachment K: Response to RFP from Elfering and Associates 
 



 
 
 
 
April 10, 2015 
 
 
Name 
Street 
City 
 
 
NAME: 
 
Thank You for your interest in having a rainwater garden on your property.  We have made a sketch of a 
possible layout of a rainwater garden on your property to give you an idea of where and what size we 
envision fitting into your yard.  Additionally we have included information showing a typical crossection of 
the construction as well as possible planting plans.  The planting plan will need to be customized to your 
site based on how much sun the garden location gets.  We will be looking into this next.  We would not 
plan on planting the gardens this year but focus on getting the grading, soil amendments and drainage 
inplace so that we can follow up with planting in 2016. 
 
We wanted to get these layouts to you as well as the samples of the planting plans so you can start 
thinking about any feedback you would like to share with us. 
 
I am more than happy to meet with you at your home to answer any questions you may have.  My 
Contact information is as follows: 
 
John Anderson, Assistant City Engineer, at (651) 792-7846 or janderson@cityofardenhills.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Anderson 
Assistant City Engineer 
 
enc: Rainwater Garden Layout 
 sample planting plan 
 typical crossection 
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John Anderson

From: John Anderson
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 9:10 AM
To: 'Connie@cedarhillnatives.com'; 'joe@mnlcorp.com'; 'nativeplantnurseryinc@yahoo.com'; 

'rob.i@naturalshore.com'; 'erik@outbacknursery.com'; 'info@prairieresto.com'; 
'sales@applewoodnursery.com'

Subject: FW: 2016 rain garden design
Attachments: 1895 Noble.pdf; 1898 Noble.pdf; 1935 Grant.pdf; Binder2.pdf; 1902 Noble.pdf; 1831 

Noble.pdf; 1832 Noble.pdf; 1839 Noble.pdf; 1850 Lake.pdf; 1868 Noble.pdf; 1869 Noble.pdf; 
1875 Noble.pdf; 1876 Noble.pdf; 1830 Noble.pdf; 1831 Grant.pdf; 1832 Grant.pdf; 1840 
Lake.pdf; 1843 Grant.pdf; 1849 Noble.pdf; 1875 Lake.pdf; 1891 Lake.pdf; 4-3-15 RWG 
letter.doc; city owned gardens.pdf

The City of Arden Hills is looking for proposals for services related to rain garden planting design and coordination with 
residents. 
 
Attached are sketches that were shown to residents last year before be built the rain gardens.  Along with the 
construction last year we built the drainage and planting beds for the rain gardens as shown in the attached binder2.pdf 
file.  We provided a letter to residents (file attached 4‐3‐15 RWG letter) describing the process and giving some example 
plantings.  At this point we need to finalize the planting design and assemble an order of plant materials and get quotes 
on plant materials.  Along the way we will need to communicate with residents our plant layout and get buy in from the 
residents on the plantings we are proposing.  We are looking for a proposal from you to do the following: 
 
 

1. Design a planting layout specific to each site (21 residential, 2 city) with thought given to how much shade and 
sun of each site sees  as well as tolerance to occasional inundation of water for short durations (24 hrs would be 
a typical max). 

2. Communicate this layout to the resident in a sketch accompanied with a letter and get agreement on the 
planting plan from the resident 

3. Assemble a plant material list based on approved sketches 
4. Get quotes from 3 plant suppliers for these materials 
5. Organize plant materials to sort out which plans go with which garden the day of planting 
6. Mark plantings in each garden the day of planting to assist public works / residents to plan 

 
If you can get back to me by Wed this week that would be great.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact 
me 
 
John Anderson PE                
Acting Public Works Director / City Engineer 
City of Arden Hills 
1245 West Highway 96 
Arden Hills, MN 55112‐5743 
(651) 792‐7846  janderson@cityofardenhills.org    
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John Anderson

From: connie@cedarhillnatives.com
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 7:28 PM
To: John Anderson
Subject: Re: FW: 2016 rain garden design

Hi John,

Thank you for contacting me. I do not offer the services you are requesting so I will not be submitting a quote.

Thanks again,

Connie

Connie Taillon, P.E. 
Stormwater Strategies LLC/Cedar Hill Natives 
Stillwater, MN 
651-252-7598
connie@cedarhillnatives.com
www.cedarhillnatives.com
On 3/7/2016 9:09 AM, John Anderson wrote:
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John Anderson

From: Native Plant Nursery, Inc. [nativeplantnurseryinc@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:05 AM
To: John Anderson
Subject: RE: 2016 rain garden design

Good Morning John,

Thank you for considering Native Plant Nursery, Inc. for such a large project! As exciting as this sounds, we primarily are
a distributor of native plant plugs. If you are looking for, or have a contractor looking to purchase plugs, we would be
more than happy to help you out. We suggest that you/they visit our website to see what plants we have available @
www.nativeplantnurseryinc.com.

Thank you again, and good luck on the project!

Christine 
Native Plant Nursery 
Office:  763-780-9006 
Greenhouse:  763-434-2722 
Fax:  763-780-9265 
nativeplantnurseryinc.@yahoo.com 
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John Anderson

From: Erik Olsen [erik@outbacknursery.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 3:39 PM
To: John Anderson
Subject: RE: 2016 rain garden design

Hi John, 
Thank you for considering us with your rain garden project, but I will have to decline at this time. 

Erik James Olsen
Landscape Designer, MLA

Out Back Nursery & Landscaping
Where Ecology & Horticulture Unite
651-438-2771 ext.12
651-438-3816 fax
612-290-9269 cell
erik@outbacknursery.com
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John Anderson

From: Jeff West [jwest@prairieresto.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 5:02 PM
To: John Anderson
Subject: RE: 2016 rain garden design

Hi John,

In looking at the project and talking to our main sales staff we are going to have to pass on this. This type of project isn’t
really in our wheel house – typically engineering/architecture/consulting firms put together plans and coordinate work
such as this – although often we give some input on plant/species selection they would be the ones to put together
actual plans/drawings and then run the project coordination. Our role would typically be providing and/or installing the
plants. We’d be happy to provide a quote on supplying the plants once you get to that stage or give some advice on
plant selection once you have plans drawn. Let me know if there is anything else I can do to help.

Thank you,

Jeff West
612.708.9874 c
763.220.5986 o

Site Manager
Two Oaks Office
Prairie Restorations, Inc.
PO Box 95
Scandia MN 55073
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Supervisors: Margaret Behrens, Paul Gardner, Mara Humphrey, Carrie Wasley, Gwen Willems,  
 

Ramsey Conservation District                            

 
 
March 8, 2016 
 
Arden Hills Public Works 
John Anderson 
Interim Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Arden Hills, MN 55112 

 
Re: Proposal for Professional Services Agreement 
Project: 2016 Raingarden Designs 
 
Mr. Anderson,  
 
On behalf of the Ramsey Conservation District, please accept the enclosed, as our formal proposal to provide the 
technical services requested in connection with the above‐referenced project. It is based on the following 
conditions and scope of work stated, that this proposal is in response to: 
 

1. Design a planting layout specific to each site (21 residential, 2 city) with thought given to how much 
shade and sun of each site sees  as well as tolerance to occasional inundation of water for short 
durations (24hrs would be a typical max). 

2. Communicate this layout to the resident in a sketch accompanied with a letter and get agreement on 
the planting plan from the resident 

3. Assemble a plant material list based on approved sketches 
4. Get quotes from 3 plant suppliers for these materials 
5. Organize plant materials to sort out which plans go with which garden the day of planting 
6. Mark plantings in each garden the day of planting to assist public works / residents to plan  

 
We agree to perform the work for the project as described above, for the total fee of $9,800.00. Please review the 
attached Exhibit A, for our technical service fee proposal. Detailed narrative descriptions per line item can be 
provided by request. In addition, please review the attached Exhibit B, for an example design product. 
 
Thank you for your advanced consideration and interest in partnering with the Ramsey Conservation District.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Schumann 
Natural Resource Specialist 
Ramsey Conservation District 
Phone: [651]-266-7275 
michael.schumann@co.ramsey.mn.us 

1425 Paul Kirkwold Drive 
Highway 96 & Hamline Avenue 

Arden Hills, MN 55112 
Telephone 651-266-7270 

Fax 651-266-7276 
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Appendix A

2016 Raingarden Planting Design Project

Line  Service Hours Hr. Rate Cost
A General Administration 6 $70.00 $420.00
B Site Assessment and Evaluation 12 $70.00 $840.00
C Preliminary Design Development 4 $70.00 $280.00
D Design Correspondence  16 $70.00 $1,120.00
E Final Design Development 78 $70.00 $5,460.00
F Landowner Agreements/Project Bids/Coordination 4 $70.00 $280.00
G Mobiliation/Onsite Materials Staging  16 $70.00 $1,120.00
I Post Construction Review/Approval 4 $70.00 $280.00

Total 140 $70.00 $9,800.00

2016 Ramsey Conservation District Service Agreement Fee Schedule: 

Conservation Specialist

RCD Service Agreement_City of Arden Hills 03.07.2016.xlsx



RAMSEY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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10062 Flanders Court N.E.  Blaine, MN 55449 – Phone: (763) 780-0450 – Fax: (763) 780-0452 

 

 

 

February 4, 2016 
 
John M. Anderson P.E. 
City of Arden Hills 
1245 West Highway 96 
Arden Hills, MN 55112 
 
RE: 2016 Rain Water Garden Plantings 
 
Dear Mr. Anderson: 
 
As you are aware we have provided the City assistance with design and construction 
administration on the 2015 Pavement Management Project (PMP) in the Noble/Grant 
and Venus/Crystal neighborhoods.  Part of the project included the installation of rain 
water gardens to meet the stormwater treatment requirements of the Rice Creek 
Watershed District.  We determined the volume of treatment required and worked with 
the City to provide that volume in two large gardens adjacent to the City’s trails and 21 
small gardens in front of residential properties that combined meet the Watershed’s 
volume requirements.  As you are aware, the construction of the rain water gardens was 
part of the 2015 PMP project, but the actual plantings were separate from the 
responsibilities of the street contractor.   
 
It is our understanding that assistance is desired for this next phase in completing the 
rain water gardens.  You have made initial contact with residents to secure the garden 
locations, but due to work load have limited time to dedicate to the final steps in order to 
complete the process.  The additional scope of services that we would provide as 
assistance to you and under your direction would include: 
 

• Providing residents with individual plant layouts 
• Meeting with residents as necessary to modify the design as desired 
• Obtaining quotes and ordering plant material 
• Assisting on a planting day or weekend to provide support on plant layout   

 
Based on this understanding of the proposed process and our discussion with you we 
estimate our fees at $8,900.  We are prepared to assist as soon as directed and will 
work to begin contact with each resident.  Please feel free to contact us directly at (763) 
780-0450.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elfering & Associates     Accepted: 
 
 
 
Kristie Elfering, P.E.           
Principal      City of Arden Hills   Date 

Julie.hanson
Attachment K



    AGENDA ITEM – 1C  
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: March 14, 2016 
         
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
   
FROM: Sue Iverson, Interim City Administrator/Director of Finance and Admin Services 
  
SUBJECT: City Logo Signage for Front Desk 
 
 
Background 
 
There have been several comments about the bare wall behind the front desk and we have been making an 
effort over the last few years to spruce up the appearance of the lobby at City Hall.  We have gotten a 
suggestion that we add the City Logo to the bare wall behind the front desk. 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff has researched these options and has obtained a quote from FastSigns for a “36” x 48” repositionable 
Vinyl with laminate” in the amount of $140.50 plus tax.  A proof copy is attached for your review.  Since 
matching the wall color would be difficult, the attached copies do have an outline around the logo.  The 
funds for this would come from the City Hall maintenance budget. 
 
Staff is looking for direction from Council if they would like staff to proceed with this. 

 
Attachments 
 
Attachment A:  Proof copy of Sign Design 





    AGENDA ITEM – 1D  
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: March 14, 2016 
         
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
   
FROM: Sue Iverson, Interim City Administrator/Director of Finance and Admin Services 
  
SUBJECT: Discussion of Sound Wall Logo 
 
 
Background 
 
One of the Council comments from the last meeting was about the ability to put logos on the sound walls as 
it was noticed that other communities have done this. 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff would like to have direction from the City Council as to whether they would like staff to pursue looking 
into this and what information they would like. 
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